March 6, 2009

Celebrate the Work of God – Sunday! This afternoon, beginning at 4:00 p.m. Trinity Lutheran, Burlingame, will host a meal to celebrate the grace of God working through Peninsula Asian Mission Society. The Rev. David Chan, PAMS missionary, and the Rev. Terry Chan, pastor of Bethel-Grace Ministries (San Francisco) will provide an update and overview of the work of PAMS. Plan to attend; contact the Rev. Jeff Schufreider (Trinity) at jschufreider@gmail.com

Reading

People often find it easy to distinguish between little sins and great sins. Some things are pure scandal; there are bad people that all respectable people shun. It has always been so, and it was so in the time of Jesus.

Yet Jesus never agreed to classify sins. He showed it by eating with the tax collectors and prostitutes, by dining at the home of Zacchaeus, and by saving the life of the woman caught in adultery.

Remember these three items:

First it is not certain that those who seem blameless according to the moral code of man have the same standing in the sight of God. God perceives the heart; that which seems perfectly proper in the sight of man can be offensive to the holy God.

Secondly there are no sins so great that they cannot be forgiven by Christ’s death and faith in His atoning sacrifice. The thief on the cross is a classic example, and also the sinful woman in the house of Simon. There are also sins which man does not condemn so sharply, but which for the transgressor may seem terrible and unforgivable. Concerning all sins it must be said, Believe in Jesus, and all is forgiven. The Father is faithful and just; He forgives all sin and cleanses from all unrighteousness.

In the third place, there are no sins so little that they do not need to be forgiven in the name of Jesus. For each idle spoken we must make an accounting. Our “little” stinging remarks, our lustful looks, our eagerness to be noticed for any good, our stubborn unwillingness to forgive—all these are under the judgment of God until they are included in the forgiveness which we receive in Christ Jesus through faith. That forgiveness includes small and great, conscious and unconscious sins, those that might have tortured for years and those that have been long forgotten.

Based on Bo Giertz, Preaching from the Whole Bible, pages 40-41.

Prayers

Collect for Reminiscere
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Courage

Grant to us, O Father, such boldness in You that we may set our faces as a flint, and not be ashamed, but, contending valiantly for the Truth, may out of weakness be made strong, and conquer in Your might; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

For Consecration

O Father, take our wills and conform them to Your will; take our hearts and soften them with the oil of Your mercy; take our lips and speak with them for the proclamation of Your truth; take our lives and use them for Your blessed purpose; take us, body, soul, and spirit; make us vessels of Your grace, examples of Your instruction; take us, O Father, that we take not ourselves from You; and in the end, take us to Yourself; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Sunday Preparation

Reminiscere, The Second Sunday in Lent

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 535, “How Wide the Love of Christ”

Sermon Hymn, LSB 609, “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

Distribution Hymn, LSB 587, “I Know My Faith is Founded”
Old Testament Reading, Genesis 32:22-32

22The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh. 

· Why had Jacob remained alone, while sending his family and possessions ahead?

· How had Jacob prevailed against man and God?

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives His Holy Spirit. 

· How does our society allure us with temptations of this nature?

· What will be our refuge and shield in the midst of those temptations?

Gospel, Matthew 15:21-28
21And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But He did not answer her a word.

And His disciples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

25But she came and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And He answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

· Who was being taught the nature of faith in this circumstance? For whose teaching was the Lord silent? For whose growth did He say “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”?

· Rather than our practices and rites and traditions of our elders and heritage, what makes us pure?

Announcements

Sunday, 3/8

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 3/10

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, 3/11

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Ephesus

12 & 7 p.m., Lenten Service

· 1 & 6 p.m., Soup Meal

Thursday, 3/12

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sunday, 3/15, Oculi - 3rd Sunday in Lent
· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Exodus 8:16-24; Ephesians 5:1-9; Luke 11:14-28)

God’s Stewards. The temporary nature of managing talents and gifts is a fact. For us as individuals, death intrudes to limit our stewardship (Luke 12:20; 1 Timothy 6:7). For mankind as a whole, judgment day sets this limit (Matthew 24:37ff.). Yet, enlivened by the Gospel, for we have passed from death to life because of our baptism into Christ, our stewardship proclaims an attitude and bearing in life that makes it possible for us to find, even under these present conditions, a meaningful existence, a contented life, borne up by grateful joy. For we look not to the things that are seen, but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are temporary, but the things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

Missions. Trinity is linked to Israel, where Apple of His Eye Mission Society recently offered a short-term outreach trip. Steve Cohen, founder of Apple of His Eye, writes, “The first-ever outreach by the LCMS in Israel was completed on Feb. 1, 2009. By God's grace, we were able to distribute 6,000-plus Gospel tracts in Tel Aviv. During our outreach, we also received more than 40 contacts—names and e-mail addresses or phone numbers of unsaved Jewish people who wanted to know more and/or receive a free copy of the New Testament in Hebrew. Learn more about Apple of His Eye at www.appleofhiseye.org.

Speaking the Faith in Everyday Life. On Saturday, March 21, the Lutheran Women in Mission – Spring Rally will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, 2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo. The Bible Leader is The Rev. Charles Froh of Grace, San Mateo and the Guest Speaker is Janet Malzahn of Trinity, Palo Alto. Registration fee is $10/person. Offering Donation/Ingathering: bring a $5 to $25 gift card from Target, Wal-Mart, Sears, Walgreens, Bed Bath & Beyond or local grocery store. Monetary donations will be accepted and used to purchase additional gift cards. 

Please BYOL & B (Bring your own lunch & Bible). Childcare will be offered. RSVP if you plan to attend, inc. childcare needs, by March 14 to Charis Bennett, 650-347-1870 or charisbennett@mac.com

Help A Child. Has God been nudging your heart to open your home to a child in need or help someone who has? Are you caring for someone else’s child either through foster care or adoption? Help One Child, a local “hands-on” Christian ministry offers free services tailored to foster and adoptive families that include guidance in licensing or certification, respite care, special education and volunteer support. Learn how Help One Child can support you as a foster or adoptive parent or how you can volunteer to help. To schedule an orientation, please call Judy Holmes at (888) KID-HOPE. All are welcome! Visit www.helponechild.org.

Lenten Weekday Services: Lenten services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. 

Hotel de Zink and Urban Ministry. To support the Food Closet and Hotel de Zink, bring either canned goods or an offering from skipping a meal.
Coffee Hour: There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 32:22-32

· Why had Jacob remained alone, while sending his family and possessions ahead? No one could believe for Jacob; the promise God had given to Jacob when he had the vision of the Lord enthroned at the top of the heavenly temple’s staircase. He alone could wrestle with the God who had spoken to him. Likewise, no one can believe for you; the promise given to you at baptism is apprehended by your faith, and not by another.

· How had Jacob prevailed against man and God? Though troubled by Laban for twenty years and despite the fear of Esau stirring within, he set out to return to the land that God had promised. And when confronted by this man, he would not relinquish his claim to the promise that God spoke; nothing, not even the messenger of God, could separate him from God’s word.

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
· How does our society allure us with temptations of this nature? Where does one begin? Advertisement for toiletries, on the internet, with cable and network television shows, with a permissive, tolerant and even encouraging attitude toward immorality. The 6th commandment and the beauty of the body as a gift of God are attacked relentlessly. 

· What will be our refuge and shield in the midst of those temptations? Be equipped with the whole armor of God, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the belt of truth, the shoes of the gospel, and the sword of the Spirit – practice and practice by being trained in the Word and call upon the Holy Spirit for strength. Avoid those places and situations where temptation openly parades; and abide with the saints, seeking encouragement from them.

Gospel, Matthew 15:21-28
· Who was being taught the nature of faith in this circumstance? The disciples; read Matthew 15:1-20, where Jesus taught that not what goes in the mouth renders unclean but what comes from the heart, spoken by the mouth, shows one’s cleanness, trusting in God’s promises. The woman already shows her faith. Where is the faith of the disciples when they seek her departure? For whose teaching was the Lord silent? The disciples; will they intercede for the woman? For whose growth did He say “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”? Will the disciples recognize that cleanness comes neither from being a man nor an Israelite. This Canaanite woman confesses faith; she is a lost sheep of the house, now returned to the fold of the Lord.

· Rather than our practices and rites and traditions of our elders and heritage, what makes us pure? The word of Christ, to which we cling makes us clean and pure. The word that forgives in absolution, baptism, and the communion removes every blot and blemish.

